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The Cover is of the Korean War Veterans Memorial (19 stainless steel statues). The 
statues were sculpted by Frank Gaylord of Barre, VT and cast by Tallix Foundries of 
Beacon, NY. They are approximately seven feet tall and represent an ethnic cross 
section of America. The advance party has 14 Army, 3 Marine, 1 Navy and 1 Air Force 
members. The statues stand in patches of Juniper bushes and are separated by 
polished granite strips, which give a semblance of order and symbolize the rice paddies 
of Korea. The troops wear ponchos covering their weapons and equipment. The 
ponchos seem to blow in the cold winds of Korea.  

 

NOTES 
 
This booklet was prepared on behalf of the Burlington County War Memorial 
Committee. It is interrelated to the Korean War Monument that was dedicated May 27, 
2019.  
 
The men contained herein are those, from Burlington County, New Jersey, that are 
listed on the National Archives web site. 
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/military/korean-war/casualty-lists/nj-alpha.pdf 
 
The lists are based on the "home of record - state" data provided by the 
serviceman or woman upon last entrance into military service. "Home of record" 
does not necessarily refer to the place of birth, residence of next of kin, place of longest 
residence, nor other common uses of the term "hometown."  
 
The account and associated photos in the chapter “The Korean War” was prepared by 
Sean Kane-Holland. Photos and images used therein are either Government/Military 
Property or “Labeled for reuse” as determined by the Google Usage Rights Tool. Prior 
to using any photos or images contained therein, YOU must determine independently 
that they are not copyrighted. 
 
The photos and biographical data for the Military Personnel are the property of Honor 
States. It is used herein with their written permission. Prior to reusing any of this 
information, written permission must be obtained from Honor States. The Committee is 
grateful to Honor States for allowing use of their data in preparing the booklet.   
 
 
The Burlington County War Memorial Committee disbanded on May 27, 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/military/korean-war/casualty-lists/nj-alpha.pdf
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The Korean War Monument is one of 6 that are located in Freedom Park, 86 Union St, 
Medford, New Jersey. The monuments and dedication dates are; 
  
      

World War I  November 4, 2017 
World War II May 27, 2019 

Korean War May 27, 2019 
Vietnam War June 15, 2007 

Post-Vietnam Wars October 21, 2010 

Battle Field Cross May 27, 2019 
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The Korean War 

 
The Geography 

 

 The Korean Peninsula lies more than 6,000 miles west of the United States in Southeast 

Asia. The Peninsula which is split North and South is about the size of the State of Utah.(5) 

Korea's geography is mainly a rough mountainous terrain rising in the east. It eventually falls to 

low rolling hills and valleys that give way to a sea of rice paddies in the western half of the 

peninsula. The Peninsula has no large trees or thick forests, and only tall grass, small trees and 

shrubs can grow in the mountains.(1) The climate on the Peninsula can have major changes 

depending on where you are North or South. The seasonal climate changes are also significant. 

The winters can be severe, especially in the north, witnessing bone chilling blizzard conditions 

and the cold air blowing down from the mountains. While the early summer brings warm 

weather and torrential rains and monsoons that make the dirt and gravel roads in the country and 

mountains impassable. (5) 

South Korean countryside (8)     Typical Korean town (8) 

      

                Typical country home in Korea (8)              South Korean countryside (8) 

 



 

5 
 

     The Background 
 

 The Korean War was fought between June 25, 1950 and July 27, 1953. The conflict was 

the first major show of force between Russia and the United States during the Cold War era. It 

was also the first war where both combatants used jet aircraft and helicopters. Helicopters were 

especially useful in evacuating wounded soldiers to Mobile Army Surgical Hospitals (MASH). 

This greatly reduced the number of deaths. It was a war of very few tank engagements partially 

due to the terrain and the fact that North Korea didn't possess a large amount of them. For 

America, it was the first war since the American Revolution where the military was 

desegregated. The war caused the death of an estimated five million men, women and children. 

(6) Of that number, 36,574 Americans lost their lives and another 103,284 were wounded. 

Furthermore, it was determined 836 men from New Jersey lost their lives in the war. (7) 

 

 A defining event for the hostilities can be traced back to the end of World War II. Korea 

had been under the dictatorial control of the Japanese since 1910, when in 1945 the United States 

and Russian forces invaded Korea and pushed the Japanese out. The allied countries’ operating 

forces established the 38
th

 parallel, as the boundary between their two zones of control. With the 

establishment of the Korean armistice in July 1953, the present boundary between North and 

South Korea is the Demilitarized Zone at the 38
th

 parallel. (2)   

 

 In the few years following the establishment of the 38
th

 parallel as the boundary, the 

Korean Peninsula became increasingly polarized, as the United States and Russia began 

establishing governments based on their own ideals.(1) On August 15, 1948, the Republic of 

Korea (South Korea) was established. Within a month, the Democratic People's Republic of 

Korea (North Korea) was given nationhood.(3) North Korea established its capital in Pyongyang, 

and appointed Kim Il-Sung as Premier, influenced and supported by communist Russia and 

China. South Korea with its capital in Seoul was controlled by the newly elected, pro-American 

leader Syngman Rhee, supported by the United States (U.S) and United Nations. (U.N.) (2) 

 

                 North Korean leader Kim Il-Sung (9)      South Korean leader Syngman Rhee (9) 
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                 U.S. Pres. Harry S. Truman (8)         Chinese leader Mao Zedong (9)                                               

                                         Leader of the Soviet Union Joseph Stalin (9)                   
 

 Although the United States supported the South Korean government, the U.S. was 

reluctant to supply heavy weapons and any substantial military material in fear of hostilities 

breaking out. This concern was reinforced by Syngman Rhee making several statements that he 

would eliminate North Korean communists if he had the opportunity. The Soviet Union on the 

other hand, was very comfortable with providing weapons and supplies to the North Korean 

regime. They rigorously began flooding the Korean Peninsula with communist propaganda and 

supporting Moscow educated Koreans in power. (5) Historians also suggest that hostilities were 

also allowed to kindle from the fact that both the United States and the Soviet Union 

governments had misconceptions about the other’s plans for the Korean Peninsula or each had a 

lack of understanding of each other’s foreign policy. The Russian government was under the 

impression that America would not intervene in Korea if the Communist North invaded the 

South. This misconception or even misinterpretation was allowed to take root because U.S. 

Secretary of State Dean Acheson made public statements that the United States' hemisphere of 

control ended just short of the Korean Peninsula. (1, 3) Kim Il-Sung took this as an opportunity 

to secure the support from Russia and China for his invasion of the South. Interestingly enough, 

President Truman and his administration had established a policy which became known as the 

Truman Doctrine. This policy was quite simple; to counter any kind of Soviet/Communist 

expansion, and preserve the sovereignty of all friendly democratic nations by military and/or 

financial support.  (1, 2, 3, 5) 

 



 

7 
 

  The Conflict Begins: Offensives and Counter-Offensives 
 

 Tensions finally reached a boiling point and war officially began on June 25
th

 1950, when 

150 Soviet T-34 tanks and 75,000 soldiers of the North Korean Army invaded South Korea 

hoping to eliminate the South in a single military campaign. Within days, Seoul had been 

captured. The United Nations Security Council immediately and unanimously condemned the 

actions of North Korea. On June 27
th

 1950, the U.N. Council in an emergency meeting, ordered 

member nations to provide military assistance to ensure the security and sovereignty of South 

Korea. That same day, President Truman ordered U.S. Naval and Air Forces to South Korea. In 

early July, the 24
th

 Infantry Division began to arrive and had the herculean task of slowing the 

North Korean advance until the rest of the military units making up the American Eighth Army 

arrived. The American Eighth which was the largest U.N. fighting force was made up of three 

corps: the I Corps, IX Corps and X Corps. By late July, the seemingly unstoppable North Korean 

juggernaut was reaching its furthest advance and were pushing steadily closer to Pusan, the last 

remaining stronghold for United States led U.N. forces. The U.N. lines were pushed within 65 

miles of Pusan along the Naktong River. The next few weeks, the two armies seesawed back and 

forth with bloody engagements along the defensive positions known as the “Pusan Perimeter.” 

However, the North Korean military had reached its limits. They were over extended, and halted 

in their tracks by the immense firepower of the U.N. forces. In addition, North Korea outpaced 

their poor lines of communication and supply. This would be an issue they would have to 

contend with for the remainder of the war. (1, 2, 5) 

 

 U.S. General Douglas MacArthur was given supreme command of U.N. forces. By early 

September 1950, American and U.N. troops were finally able to stabilize their line and began to 

prepare for their own offensive. MacArthur had decided that the port city of Inchon would be the 

location where his forces would spearhead the counter-offensive which began on the 15
th

 of 

September. The plan was to land 70,000 men of the Marine 1
st
 Division and Army's 7

th
 Infantry 

Division troops to capture this strategic port city, which was close enough to help resupply the 

U.N. forces retaking Seoul. Meanwhile, the Eighth Army positioned on the Pusan Perimeter 

began their own aggressive offensive to push the enemy north. This attack on Seoul also had the 

potential of cutting off the estimated 70,000 North Koreans attacking the Pusan Perimeter. 

However, many of the North Koreans were able to escape.  By September 25
th

, U.N. forces had 

reached the outskirts of Seoul where Marines and Army soldiers fought street by street clearing 

the city of North Korean forces. On the 27
th

, the city was declared secure. The day before 

elements of the Eighth Army that had made their way north from the “Pusan Perimeter”, linked 

up with the 7
th

 Infantry Division. (1, 2) 
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American troops in landing craft. Invasion of Inchon September 1950. 

       
On to the Yalu! 

 

 Now with North Koreans retreating across the 38
th

 Parallel, the U.N.'s objective seemed 

complete. However, U.N. leaders debated if their forces should advance past the 38
th

 parallel.  

Many leaders insisted that the communist threat should be completely removed from the 

peninsula and make it safe for democracy. On October 9
th

, MacArthur was given word that he 

was permitted to pursue the North Koreans and crush them. The U.N. forces captured the North 

Korean capital on October 20, 1950 and continued pushing north. Their new goal now was 

reaching the Yalu River on the border of Chinese Manchuria to secure the entire peninsula. 

During this period, the Chinese government made public warnings they would send military 

support if the U.N. forces continued their advance past the 38
th

 Parallel. Yet at the time, many 

government officials saw these threats as a bluff in an effort to end hostilities. However, the U.N. 

forces would soon find out that these warnings from the Chinese were no bluff. The first Chinese 

offensive began in the western part of North Korea on October 25
th

, when they hit elements of 

the U.S. Eighth Army pushing their way north. For a little more than a week, the Chinese made 

several aggressive attacks and then melted back into the mountains with intentions of drawing 

the U.N. troops further into North Korea. Meanwhile, the X corps landed on the eastern coast of 

North Korea and began pushing their way north to the Yalu River. By November 24, 1950 

General MacArthur was confident that the Chinese threat was taken care of, and his own troops 

were preparing for their final offensive to crush the North Korean forces. (1, 2, 5) 

 

      Chosin  

 

 The real trouble began on November 26
th

, when nearly 150,000 Chinese troops attacked 

across the entire front. On the western side of the peninsula, the Eighth Army was dealt a 

decisive defeat at the Battle of the Ch'ongch'on River. At the same time, six divisions of Chinese 

troops struck the unsuspecting American forces of the X corps. The X corps consisted of some 

South Korean troops but the main strength was made up of U.S. 1
st
 Marine Division and the 3

rd
 

and 7
th

 Infantry divisions. This would be some of the hardest fighting of the war around the 

Chosin Reservoir, North Korea. Just as the Chinese made their offensive, the weather turned for 
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the worse, conditions were horrendous. Below freezing conditions caused thousands of troops to 

sustain frost bite as temperatures dropped as low as minus 30 degrees. Over 4,000 wounded 

troops were airlifted out, while hundreds of tons of supplies were air dropped for X corps troops. 

The courage and sense of duty that the men of the 7
th

 Infantry and 1
st
 Marine Divisions displayed 

was awe inspiring. The battle-hardened 1
st
 Marine Divisions' true grit was tested as they were 

forced to fight their way out of being completely encircled and destroyed. Various elements of 

the 1
st
 Marines distinguished themselves in defensive delaying actions at Yudam-ni, Kot’o-ri and 

Hagaru-ri which stretched out over 80 miles. Controlling these crucial mountain passes was 

essential in allowing the majority of the forces to withdraw. For the next three weeks, these men 

were in an ultimate fight to preserve their own survival. Best casualty estimates for the Chinese 

range between 40,000-80,000 killed, wounded, and missing. The X corps suffered an estimated 

17,723 soldiers killed, wounded, and missing. The 1
st
 Marine Division suffered 4,385 men killed 

in action. The battle has been added to the annals of the Marine Corps. The men who fought in 

the blistering cold could in those few weeks in November and December, have donned the title 

of the “Chosin Few”.  (1, 4) 

       

U.S 1
st
 Marines withdraw at the Chosin Reservoir. (8) 

 

On December 5, 1950, the Eighth Army abandoned Pyongyang, destroying anything of military 

value left behind. Within days the remaining soldiers and marines of the X corps were evacuating 

to the north from the ports of Hungnam and Wonsan. From near destruction to almost total 

triumph back to nightmarish catastrophe, the U.N. forces were thrown back over the 38
th

 

Parallel. By January 4, 1951, the Chinese and North Korean communist forces took the South 

Korean capital Seoul for the second time. However, the Chinese Army was reaching its limit of 

advance, as their lines of communication and supply were overextended and could not keep up 

with the attack. Because of this, the restructured and bursting with confidence Eighth Army, now 

under the command of General Matthew B. Ridgeway, was able to solidify their lines south of 

the city on January 10
th

. The U.N forces were once again preparing for their second major set of 

counter offensives of the war. For the next two months, they sluggishly yet determinedly made 

their way back north to the 38
th

 Parallel. On March 15, 1951, Seoul returned to South Korean 
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control for the final time in the war. In April 1951, President Truman relieved General Douglas 

MacArthur of all command. The reason was MacArthur had made a series of public statements 

that undermined the Truman administration’s policy for peace negotiations. General Ridgeway 

was then given command of all U.N. troops. (1)   

 

    

 

The Conflict Continues: Stalemate and Negotiations 
 

 By this point in the war, the strategies of both armies had changed. Now neither side was 

initiating intricate plans of large scale actions to eliminate the other side. The war took on a 

persona reminiscent of the trench warfare of WWI. Both sides were just trying to secure the 

territory they had gained and cut their losses. Furthermore, with this new stage in the war, 

government officials had begun seeking peace negotiations. Neither America, the Chinese, or 

Russia for that matter, wanted nor could they afford a prolonged war. On July 5, 1951, the first of 

several peace talks began, with no agreement being made. One of the major issues stalling a 

successful negotiation was prisoner of war repatriation. They simply could not agree on a policy 

of returning POW's to their countries. China and North Korea demanded that their captured 

soldiers be sent back however, many North Korean and Chinese POW's didn't want to return to 

their home countries and the United States and her allies were not going to force them to return. 

For the next two years, U.S./U.N. and Soviet/North Korean officials tried to negotiate a peace. 

Superior U.N. firepower was a vital instrument used on countless occasions. This immense arsenal was the salvation 

of the troops. The U.N. troops had at their disposal the 57-mm antitank, 105-mm howitzer; 155-mm howitzer and 8-

inch howitzer, just to name a few.  (U.S. troops fire a howitzer (8)) 

 

 Many of the more well-known battles took place during this phase of the war. These 

actions taking place in the central highlands would bear names that reflected the appearance of 

the terrain or because of the great struggle and sacrifice which took place there. After the first 
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peace negotiations failed in July 1951, the 1
st
 Marine Division almost in unison with the 2

nd
 

Infantry Division began maneuvers to take control of high ground in the central highlands. The 

actions that began August 31
st
 would continue until late October and would be some of the most 

intense, bloody, close range fighting of the war. These battles became known as the Battles of the 

Punchbowl, Bloody Ridge and Heartbreak Ridge. By the end of October 1951, the Eighth Army 

units had secured those crucial topographic locations and fortified their positions. Starting on 

November 12
th

, the Eighth Army was ordered to cease all operations and focus on strengthening 

its positions. For the year 1951, major hostilities were at an end, at least until the spring and 

summer of 1952, when more devastatingly costly battles for the prime real estate in the central 

highlands ensued at the battles of Old Baldy and the Battle of Triangle Hill. Continuous fighting 

for these positions would carry into 1953, when the last major contention for the real estate 

occurred with another series of battles which involved the 7
th

 Infantry Division for control of 

Pork Chop Hill. Knowing that the peace talks were now swiftly coming to an armistice, U.S. 

troops withdrew from the hill on July 7, 1953. After Joseph Stalin's death on March 8, 1953, 

headway was made in the negotiations on March 28
th 

1953 when North Korea agreed to move 

forward with a prisoner exchange of sick and wounded. This took place on April 20
th

. After the 

exchange of the sick and wounded, representatives of the peace talks moved rapidly toward 

negotiations. On July 27, 1953, the armistice was signed and major hostilities ceased, ending the 

bloodshed in the Korean War. However, a “cold war” still existed on the peninsula.  American 

troops to this day are still stationed along the Demilitarized Zone vigilantly patrolling against any 

hostile threats to the preservation of South Korea. (1, 5) 

     

Armored Vehicles/Tanks 

 

 The Korean War had no large tank battles. This is largely due to the fact that North Korea 

and its Chinese allies lacked having tanks or any other armored vehicles. Tanks used by the U.N. 

were usually used in support of infantry movement and to engage enemy defenses. Primary tanks 

used by the U.N. forces were the American M4A3 Sherman, M26 Pershing, M46 Patton, British 

Cromwell MkIII and French M24 Chaffee. The North Korean Army was equipped with Russian 

made T34 tanks and SU76 self-propelled guns. (1) 

       American Soldiers using tanks for cover (Picture. 8)       Destroyed Russian T-34 (Picture 8) 
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Aircraft 

 

 At the start of the war, most of the American Air Force was still made up of WWII era 

propeller fighters and bombers. However, to combat the Russian made MiG-15's that were being 

sent to North Korea and some even being flown by Soviet pilots, America soon began sending its 

first generation of jet fighters, the F-86 Sabre. During the war, a large area in the western section 

of North Korea became known as MiG Alley, which was the most contested zone in the Air War. 

However, by the end of the war, the F-86 and its pilots greatly outperformed the MiG-15's. 

During the war, the Sabre's had a 10 to 1 victory ratio. U.N. air power was also instrumental in 

re-supplying the troops and harassing the enemy advance during the fight around the Chosin 

Reservoir. (5) 

       
                              MiG-15 (10)       F-86 Sabre (10) 

 

The helicopter was first widely used during the Korean War.  

They were instrumental in evacuating  troops and delivering  

supplies. . (1) (Picture. 8) 

 

      

MASH 
 
MASH units were used in August 1945.  And, then during the Korean War. At first 

the MASH units would be surgery only but that would later change. There were three 
MASH units in Korea after the war had begun; it was staffed by personnel taken from 
other Medical Department units. In November 1950 each MASH unit was enlarged to 
150 beds and then to 200 beds by May 1951. (12) 
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Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (MASH) (11) 

 
 

 

 

Korean Peninsula Today 
 

The American Eighth Army, which was so crucial in preserving the sovereignty of South 

Korea, is still technically in a hostile zone on active duty. Their primary purpose is enforcing the 

DMZ, training South Korean forces, and ensuring hostilities don't break out between North and 

South.  
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Memories of my time in the Marine Corps. 

August 1951 to August 1953 

John Thomas Carney, SGT. 

After graduating from Moorestown High School in June 1948 I went to work for 

my uncle Albert Ellis. This is the Ellis Plumbing Company on Mill Street in 

Moorestown. 

 

I was given the opportunity to learn both plumbing, metal work and heating. 

Working with various experienced craftsmen, they gave me my own truck and I 

service heating equipment from Camden {it was then safe to go into Camden} to 

Mount Holly, to Indian Mills and along the riverfront from Plamyra to Florence. 

 

The Korean War started in 1950 and the Military Draft (Selective Service System) 

was activated to provide troops for the War. In mid July the notice came for me to 

report to Mount Holly on the 21st of August to serve in the Army. My Mom and 

Dad were not happy with this. My Dad did not serve in the Second World War as 

he was over the age limit. 

 

A few days before I was to report to Mount Holly, Army Sergeant Ed Ingram 

called me from the Camden recruting station of the Army. Ed’s sister worked with 

my Dad at the Moorestown Steam Laundry on Washington Avenue. I think she 

may have also worked with my Mom when she {Mom} worked there before I came 

along. 

 

Sgt. Ingram informed me that seven in the draft group I was in from Burlington 

County would be drafted into the Marines. {Our group would go form Mount Holly 

to Camden then to Fort Dix for processing.} He could arrange it so I would not go 

to the Marines, or if I preferred to the Marines. What ever I wanted. {In later years 

after he retired from the Army, he lived next to my parents at 413 Kenilworth 

Avenue until he passed away} 
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I had a few days to make up mind. After many hours of thought, the Marines 

seamed the best thing for me. I called Sgt. Ingram and requested the Marines. 

 

The morning I reported to Mount Holly, a former classmate of mine at Moorestown 

High, Joe Plumley who lived in the Lenola section of Moorestown was also in my 

group. I told him if he wants, I could get him into the Marines. {Sgt. Ingram told 

me if any one else wanted to go, let him know when we arrived in Camden.} 

 

Joe said, NO WAY!!! Well, when we arrived in Camden I was called out of line and 

told to report to Sgt. Ingram. Then the next one called was Joe. He was not happy. 

He thought I set it up, but I did not. When we arrived Joe went to another Platoon 

and I did not see him until years later. 

 

I think the final number was five to the Marines. We were then transported to the 

US Customs House in Philadelphia. Three more men who had enlisted were added 

to our delegation. I was given all the paper work including info for Parris Island 

(PI), and train tickets for all of us. 

 

We boarded the train at B&O station. It was some place on 16th Street west of 

Broad Street. No longer there. We were assigned a first class drawing room and full 

access to the dining car for all of us. 

I Found out when we arrived at PI there was a full car at the end of the train with 

recruits from Brook land, NY. We had a sleeper and they a coach. They ate box 

lunches and we had full use of the dinning car. We were treated like Volunteers 

and they as Draftees. 

 

The train took forever to get to Parris Island Boot Camp. Transported in cattle 

cars to our barracks. (Cattle cars are like tractor-trailer with open trailers for 

transporting troops around the base.) 
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First thing, they throw all your new military clothes, sea bag and everything else at 

you. A sea bag is a large canvas bag with a pad lock for all your uniforms and 

personal equipment. Size was joke. Then a box to send home all your clothes and 

razor, soap and ect. They issue all new what they want you to have. They do this 

so all recruits have exactly the same thing and all are treated the same. 

 

 We lived in Quonset Huts. They are about eighty foot long with a rounded 

metal roof that goes from the ground on one side to the other side. Bunk beds, two 

high of metal. One wooden locker on the floor, like a trunk for each recruit with a 

pad lock. This held all your clothes in exactly the way you were told. If not at 

inspection, you would be in real trouble. (Extra laps around the parade ground or 

clean the toilets or any dirty job. 

 

 Discipline was the top item. You do it the “Marines” way or else. They 

concentrated on getting you in good physical condition first of all. Up at 5 AM, 

Lights out at 10 PM. Lots of classroom instructions on Marine History, weapons 

and how to use them and maintain them. I think we tore down our riflels and 

cleaned them a hundred times as PI. Ate in Mess Halls what ever they wanted to 

feed you. It was designed to build you up not out. Marching every day.  

 

Spent one week at the rifle range firing our M-1 rifles that were assigned to us. 

Also a smaller rifle called a “Carbine”, a “BAR” that is a semi machine type gun 

and a 45 pistol. For not ever shooting a gun, I did well on the Range. 

 

This was August 27th, 1951 thru some time in October 1951.  

When the thirteen weeks were completed, they have a graduation and a parade in 

front of all the big shots. Boy was it HOT and BUGGY during this time.  This is 

when you get your Globe and Anchor pin declaring you are now a Marine with a 

rank of private.  During the thirteen weeks you are just a recruit, with no status. 

They try their best to weed out all the goof offs, and they did a good job of it. 

Then a ten-day pass to go home and rest and play Hero. Ha!! Ha!! 
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Rode the train again from PI to home and back. They then issued us new clothes 

and off we flew in military type DC-3 two prop planes to California with one stop 

over in Texas for fuel. Landed in San Diego and transferred to Camp Pendleton 

(CP), about 40 miles north of San Diego on the Pacific coast. This was and still is 

an advanced training base before shipping out to Korean, Vietnam and today Iraq. 

 

I was assigned to Camp Delmar right on the Pacific Ocean for thirty days of Mess 

duty. Mess is the Kitchen for the Corps. I worked in the garbage detail with one 

other Pvt. It was a good deal. I would be finished early and could go in Town for a 

few hours. 

 

Then moved over to Camp Pendleton for advanced infantry training. Spent many 

full days in the field for forced marches for eight, ten or more miles with full pack. 

For lunch they gave us a baloney sandwich and an orange. I had ten days off for 

Christmas and decided to stay in California. I traveled by bus, it may have been 

Greyhound, to Merced Air Force Base up towards San Francisco for Christmas at 

my cousin Helen Vines home. Her husband Charles was a career Air Force Master 

Sergeant. Her Daughter was small. I remember her eating in a highchair.  

 

Then I came south to Merced and spent New Years with my aunt Carrie. She was 

my mother’s oldest sister. (Nine children in Mom’s family) She moved to California 

before Mother came to Moorestown in the late 1920’s. She looked like Mom, 

cooked like Mom and made me feel right at home. 

 

I returned to Camp Pendleton to finish the advance training. Sailed for Korea on a 

Military type troop ship. Slept in hammocks six high and had lousy meals. About 

Three Thousand Marines on board and arrived in Korea early March 1952. Took 

about seven days to cross the Pacific. Landed at Inchon and rode freight cars on a 

train to the front lines. 
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I was assigned to the Eleventh Marine Regiment. This was an artillery unit 

equipped with 105 mm guns. Three batteries of three guns each and a 

Headquarters Company. They assigned me as a Radio Operator for some unknown 

reason. Again I lucked out, if a radio operator is assigned to the infantry, your 

chances of getting killed or wounded is real high. The North Korean and Chinese 

Solders would pick you off so your platoon would loose communications with your 

other units. But I was mostly in the Headquarters bunker working the radios 

communicating with the Marines up on the front lines. They would call for artillery 

fire on the enemy by giving me coordinates {Points on maps we used} to aim the 

guns on. Then our gunners would fire on these locations until the front line Marines 

canceled the request.  

 

We had telephone lines to the Marines on the front lines and to the guns, but 55% 

of the time the lines were cut or hit by enemy fire. 

That’s when I had to use the radios. During the daytime small single engine planes 

were use for spotting the enemy and they would call me at Headquarters by radio 

and request shelling by our guns. We controlled the Air so it was safe for these 

small planes, except the enemy aircraft guns would shoot them down some times. 

 

Our unit would be up on line for three month, then back in reserve for a month 

and then back up on line for three month, and so on. 

 

We radio operators worked shift work around the clock day and night. Slept in 

Squad tents, about twelve to a tent. Two small stoves for heat.(Never warm in 

winter) Had a mess tent and the food was good most of the time. They always 

supplied Turkey for the Holidays with all the trimmings. 

 

I was also assigned a Radio Jeep. This was equipped with a large radio powered by 

the Jeep engine. (A large generator off the drive shaft)   Some night’s they would 

take one 105 gun out along the roads, stop and set up and fire a dozen rounds of 

ammo at the enemy, then move to another spot and repeat this five or six time. 
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This was to bluff the enemy into thinking we had many more guns than we did. I 

would take my Jeep along for radio communications. Driving along dark dirt roads 

at 35MPH with only small parking lights was no fun. The big six-by truck pulling 

the gun ran off the road a few times. 

 

Got a shower about once a month. A cold one at that, but it felt good. We had a 

cat that lived with us for a while. He would go from one guy to the other during 

the night and climb down inside our sleeping bag to keep warm.  

 

I entered Korea as a Private First Class, promoted to Corporal and then to 

Sergeant First Class when leaving to return to home. The official promotion to 

Sergeant did not catch up to me until June at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.  

 

Shipped out for the States in February 1953. Normal rotation time was twelve 

months, but I was lucky to get orders at eleven months. Took thirteen days to sail 

back to California with a stop in Japan to re-supply the ship. 

 

Forgot to mention the ten days of R&R in Japan.{Rest and Rehabilitation} Flew by 

plane to Japan and back to Korea around November 1052. Stayed in a Hotel the 

US had for us in Kobe. Just to many people. 

 

The Troop ship came into Treasure Island Navy Base near San Francisco. Had a few 

days to get a commercial plane to Philadelphia. Home on thirty days leave. After a 

week I got itchy and worked for the Water Department for two weeks. I recall 

replacing the Fire Hydrant in front of what is now the PNC bank on a West Main 

Street. It’s still there. 

Reported to Camp Lejune, North Carolina. The Marines paid for all my 

transportation cost. Was assigned to a Recon Company for the remainder of my 

time. Spent ten days on a Submarine in the Atlantic Ocean during War Games. 

Our job was to blow up the big Radar station at Norfolk. We did it. Not for real. 
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Again I was the radioman assigned to the Submarine Captain for communications 

with the crew destroying the radar tower. The Food on the sub was GREAT!!!! 

 

Then came August and time for my discharge. They tried to convince me to re-

enlist for four more years. I asked if they could assure me of two years duty in 

Europe out of the four. No deal!!! 

 

So home I came. My old Dodge coupe {two Door} was tired from many trips home 

on weekends. Had eighty-eight hours pass from Friday at 6AM until Monday at 

6PM. No I-95 in those days, used Rt. 301 but made good time. So after starting 

work for the Township, off to Ted Rapp Pontiac in  Palmyra and a new 1951 

green Pontiac four door. 

 

A few months after, as I was on my way home from work, a large limb fell off a 

tree in front of the Old Methodist Church on Main Street and dented in the roof. I 

had the roof repainted white. Now a green and white car, looked much better. 

 

I know this was long, but am sure I left things out. 

 

Besides the dangers of Korea, the Marine Corps experience was good for me. I 

learned to take charge and not be afraid to make a mistake and learn from my 

mistakes.  

God was looking after me all this time I know. Putting me in charge of the group 

going to PI, during all the training, my time with relatives in California, 

assignment to the Headquarters radio job and coming home to a job with the 

Township. [Thanks to Uncle Bus Ellis for that] 

 

THANKS TO MY MOM FOR WRITING ME ALMOST EVERY DAY FOR THE TWO 

YEARS I WAS AWAY. THOSE LETTERS FORM HOME MADE THE TIME PASS AND 

SHE KEPT ME UP TO DATE ON THINGS AT HOME. THE MONTHLY FOOD 

PACKAGES MOM SENT TO ME IN KOREA WERE THE BEST. 
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U.S. Military Fatal Casualties of the Korean War for  
Home-State-of-Record: 

New Jersey, Burlington County 
 

NOTE: The listed awards and medals are some that the individual either received or may 
have been qualified for.  Most would have received the: 

★  Korean Service Medal  ★  National Defense Service Medal  ★  Republic of 

Korea Presidential Unit Citation  ★  Republic of Korea War Service 

Medal ★  United Nations Service Medal.  
Additional awards and medals are shown with the individual. 

 
ANNIS, RUSSELL born 5-31-1933.  
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private E-2. Specialty was Light Weapons 
Assault Crewman in the 31st Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division.  
1-26-1953 Killed in Action. Buried at Beverly National Cemetery. 

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

 
BARROW, EDWIN SMITH born 1-15-1930.  
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private First Class. Specialty was Light 
Weapons Infantryman in the 32nd Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division.  
9-26-1950 Killed in Action. Buried at Beverly National Cemetery. 

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

 
BLACK, WILLIAM H born 6-22-1927.  
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private First Class. Specialty was Supply 
Records Specialist in the 724th Ordinance Maintenance Company, 24th Infantry 
Division.  
10-21-1951 Killed in Action. Buried at Cypress Hills National Cemetery, Brooklyn, Kings 
County, New York. 

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

 
BLISARD, CLYDE ARNOLD, born in Burlington, NJ 12-3-1929 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private First Class. His specialty was Light 
Weapons Infantryman in the 21st Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Division.  
12-3-1950 Missing in Action - Presumed Dead. This occurred in the Battle of Chosin 
Reservoir. Memorialized at Courts of the Missing at the Honolulu Memorial.  

★ Bronze Star ★ Purple Heart  
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BRADDOCK, HAROLD FRANKLIN born 7-31-1932 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private First Class. His specialty was Pole 
Lineman in Company A, 51st Signal Battalion.  
4-12-1951 Died of wounds or injuries. Seriously wounded in action by missile.  
Buried at Beverly National Cemetery  

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

  
BYRNE, WILLIAM PATRICK born 8-21-1929 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private First Class. His specialty was Light 
Weapons Assault Crewman in the 35th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division.  
12-27-1951/2 Killed in Action. Buried or memorialized at Mount Carmel Cemetery, 
Tenafly, Bergen County, New Jersey.  

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

 
CHALLENDER, GEORGE JOSEPH born 5-6-1924. 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private First Class. His specialty was Light 
Weapons Infantryman in the 31st Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division 
6-8-1951 Killed in Action. Buried at Beverly National Cemetery 

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

 
CHASE, GEORGE IVANS born 1929. 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private E-2. His specialty was Light Weapons 
Infantryman in the 5th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division.  
7-31-1950 Killed in Action. Buried in the Odd Fellows Cemetery and Mausoleum, 
Burlington, New Jersey  

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

 
COLLINS JR, HARRY LORAN born on 
1-28-1920.  

 
 
 
 

Records indicate that Fort Dix, NJ was 
his home. He enlisted in the Air Force 
and had the rank of Captain. His 
specialty was a Pilot serving with the 9th 
Fighter Bomber Squadron, 49th Fighter 
Bomber Wing. Collins is listed as a 
casualty on March 24, 1952. This 
occurred in or around Korea. The 
circumstances of the casualty were 
attributed to KIA. He's buried or 
memorialized at Courts of the Missing at 
the Honolulu Memorial. 
★ Air Medal ★ Distinguished Flying 

Cross ★Purple Heart ★ Republic of 

Korea Presidential Unit Citation  
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CORSON, BRUCE HAINES born in Mt. 
Holly or/ Moorestown 10-20-1921 

 
 

Enlisted in the Marine Corps and had 
the rank of Staff Sergeant in the Light 
Machine Gun Platoon, Company H, 3rd 
Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Marine 
Division.  
11-12-1950 Killed in Action Buried at 
Mount Holly Cemetery, Mount Holly, 
New Jersey.  

★ World War II Victory 

Medal ★ Bronze Star ★ Combat 

Action Ribbon ★ Purple Heart  

DANIELS, HANSEL born 1929. 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Corporal. His specialty was Light Weapons 
Infantryman in Company I, 3rd Battalion, 31st Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division. 
12-3-1950 Captured, Died, Nonbattle Memorialized at Courts of the Missing at the 
Honolulu Memorial.  

★ Combat Infantryman Badge ★ Prisoner of War Medal  

 
D’ORAZIO, ANTHONY VINCENT JR born in Maple Shade 5-1-1931. 
Enlisted in the Marine Corps and had the rank of Private First Class. Served with 1st 
Marine Division, 1st Marines, 3rd Battalion, Company G  
12-15-1951 Died of Wounds.  

★ Combat Action Ribbon ★ Purple Heart  

 
ELMES, HOWARD C born 5-19-1931 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private E-2. Specialty was Heavy Weapons 
Infantryman in the 38th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division. 
9-14-1950/2 Killed in Action. Buried at Beverly National Cemetery.  

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

 
FAUNCE, ARTHUR BROOKS born in 
Palmyra 6-9-1917 

 

Enlisted in the Air Force and had the 
rank of Major. Specialty was Pilot.  
He served with 80th Fighter Bomber 
Squadron, 8th Fighter Bomber Group.  
5-8-1952 Killed in Action.  Major Faunce 
was the pilot of a F-80C Shooting Star 
fighter interceptor. On May 8, 1952, 
while on a combat mission, his aircraft 
received a direct hit by anti-aircraft fire, 
crashed and exploded. His remains 
were not recovered.  
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Memorialized at Courts of the Missing at the Honolulu Memorial.  

★ Air Medal ★ Purple Heart  

 
FORBES, DEWEY A born 1-18-1931 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private First Class. Specialty was Light 
Weapons Infantryman in the 5th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division 
10-3-1951 Killed in Action. Buried at Beverly National Cemetery 

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

 
GOLDY, ALBERT ELIJAH born in 
Beverly 8-1-1930 

 
 

Enlisted in the Marine Corps and had 
the rank of Private First Class.  
Served with Company G, 3rd Battalion, 
7th Marines, 1st  Marine Division. 
10-6-1952 Killed in Action. Memorialized 
at Courts of the Missing at the Honolulu 
Memorial 

★ Combat Action Ribbon ★ Purple 

Heart  
 
 
 

GONTESKI, JOHN STANLEY born in Riverside 7-9-1931 
Enlisted in the Air Force and had the rank of Airman First Class inthe 371st Bomber 
Squadron, 307th Bomber Wing.  
4-7-1950/1 Missing in Action and Presumed Dead Airman First Class Gonteski was a 
crew member of a B-29A Superfortress. On April 7, 1951, while on a bombing mission, 
his aircraft was attacked by two MiGs. It crashed about four miles off the North Korean 
coastline. He was listed as Missing in Action and was presumed dead on January 31, 
1954. Memorialized at Courts of the Missing at the Honolulu Memorial  

★ Air Medal ★ Purple Heart  

 
GRAHAM, WILLIAM M born 1926. 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Corporal. His specialty was Light Weapons 
Infantryman in the 21st Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Division. 
7-11-1950 Captured, Died, Nonbattle 

★ Combat Infantryman Badge ★ Prisoner of War Medal 

 
GRENIER, DONALD THEODORE born 8-10-1930 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private E-2. His specialty was Light Weapons 
Infantryman in Company L, 3rd Battalion, 29th Infantry Regimental Combat Team.  
7-27-1950 MIA Missing in Action. Declared Dead. Memorialized at Courts of the Missing 
at the Honolulu Memorial. 

★ Combat Infantryman Badge 
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HAMMERLE, WILLIAM GEORGE born 
3-10-1930 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of 
Corporal. His specialty was Light 
Weapons Infantryman in Company C, 
1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 
7th Infantry Division. 
12-1-1950 Killed in Action. Memorialized 
at Courts of the Missing at the Honolulu 
Memorial.  

★ Combat Infantryman Badge 

 
 

 
HARPER, HARRY JAMES born in Riverside 5-11-1929 
Enlisted in the Navy and had the rank of Hospitalman Navy (HN) His specialty was 
Hospital Corpsman in the 1st Marine Division. 
11-2-1950 Killed in Action. While tending his wounded comrades near Majon-ni, Korea 
from a gunshot wound to his side. Buried at Beverly National Cemetery  

★ Combat Action Ribbon ★ Purple Heart 

 
HUETGER, GEORGE F born 1030 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Sergeant. His specialty was Light Weapons 
Assault Crewman in Company K, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division.   
3-17-1950/3 Killed in Action. Buried at Mount Holly Cemetery, Mount Holly, New 
Jersey.  

★ Combat Infantryman Badge 

  
JACKSON, JAMES H born in 1924 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private First Class. His specialty was Field 
Artillery Cannoneer in the 503rd Field Artillery Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division.  
12-1-1950 Captured, Died, Nonbattle at the Battle of Chosin Reservoir. 

★ Combat Infantryman Badge ★ Prisoner of War Medal 

 
LANCASTER, LEON ELWOOD born in 
Burlington 8-12-1930 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of 
Second Lieutenant. Served with 937th 
Field Artillery Battalion, I Corps 
3-27-1953 Killed in Action. Buried at 
Arlington National Cemetery 

★ Purple Heart   
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LASSITER, JOHN HENRY born 9-20-1930 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private First Class. Specialty was Light 
Weapons Infantryman in 24th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division 
8-11-1950 Killed in Action at the Battle of Pusan Perimeter.  
Buried at Beverly National Cemetery 

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

 
MACDONALD, WILLIAM ROBERT born in Mt Holly 1930 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private E-2.  Specialty was Light Weapons 
Assault Crewman. in Company A, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry 
Division. 
2-6-1953 MIA Missing in Action. Declared Dead.  Memorialized at Courts of the Missing 
at the Honolulu Memorial.  

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

 
MCARTHUR, ALFONSO TERRY born 4-23-1920 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Captain Served with 31st Infantry Regiment, 
7th Infantry Division.  
10-30-1952 Killed in Action. At the Battle of Triangle Hill. Buried at Beverly National 
Cemetery 

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

 
ORMISTON III, RICHARD J born 1929 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of First Lieutenant. Specialty was Field 
Communications Chief in the 14th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division. 
6-5-1953 Killed in Action. Burial unknown.  

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

 
RAUSCH, CHRISTOPHER J born 1916 
Army Sargent 
Killed 9-17-1950 
 
SACCA, ALBERT V born 1926 
Army Private 
Killed 4-26-1951 
 
THORPE, JAKE RALEIGH born 1929 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Corporal. Specialty was Construction Machine 
Operator in the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Infantry Division.  
12-1-1950 MIA Missing in Action. Declared Dead At the Battle of Chosin Reservoir 
Memorialized at Courts of the Missing at the Honolulu Memorial 

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  
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VALENTINE, WILLIAM born 1925 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private First Class. Specialty was Light 
Weapons Infantryman in the 24th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division.  
12-1-1950 Captured, Died, Nonbattle At the Battle of Chosin Reservoir Burial unknown. 

★ Combat Infantryman Badge ★ Prisoner of War Medal  

 
WOLFE, GEORGE E born 5-23-1929 
Enlisted in the Army and had the rank of Private First Class. Specialty was Light 
Weapons Infantryman in 31st Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division.  
6-5-1951 Killed in Action. Buried at Beverly National Cemetery  

★ Combat Infantryman Badge  

 

 
Primary Sources 

 

 National Archives Korean War casualty list      

 https://www.archives.gov/files/research/military/korean-war/casualty-lists/nj-alpha.pdf 

       

 National Archives military grave locator 

 https://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/index.html?cemetery=N804 

 

     Secondary Sources 
 Honor States.org 

 http://www.honorstates.org 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.archives.gov/files/research/military/korean-war/casualty-lists/nj-alpha.pdf
https://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/index.html?cemetery=N804
http://www.honorstates.org/
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"KOREA" (Poem submitted by Francis M. Macy) 

 
We didn't do much talking, 

We didn't raise a fuss, 
But Korea really happened, 

So please-remember us, 
 

We all just did our duty, 
But we didn't win or lose, 
A victory was denied us, 

But we never got to choose, 
 

We all roasted in the summer, 
In the winter, damn near froze, 

Walking back from near the Yalu, 
With our blackened, frozen toes. 

 
Like the surf the enemy kept coming, 

With their bugles in the night, 
And we fired in to their masses 
Praying for the morning light, 

 
All of us just had to be there, 

And so many of us died, 
But now we're all but half forgotten, 

No one remembers how we tried, 
 

We grow fewer with the years now, 
And we still don't raise a fuss, 

But Korea really happened, 
So please-remember us. 
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KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Korean War and Korea Defense Veterans... A Continuity of Service in the Defense of Freedom 
Incorporated June 14, 1985… Chartered by Congress June 30, 2008 
 

KWVA Department and Chapter Information 

State/CID Dept./Chapter 

 

President/Commander 

New 
Jersey 

54 

Thomas W. Daley, Jr. 
117 Kingsdale Av 
Cherry Hill, NJ  08003-1914 

Andrew T. Jackson  
856-424-0736 
captjack71@comcast.net 

Meets: 3rd Mon 7pm, no mtgs JAN/FEB/JUL/AUG/DEC American Legion 
Post #371, 41 Lakeview Dr N, Gibbsboro, NJ 08026 

According to the incorporation papers, the corporation was formed for seven purposes. They 
included: 

To organize, promote and maintain for benevolent and charitable purposes an 
association of persons who have seen honorable service during the Korean War at any 
time between June 25, 1950 and 31 January 1955, both dates inclusive, and of certain 
other persons, the particular qualifications for membership to be set forth in the By-laws 
of the Korean War Veterans Association. 
 

KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOC. HAS AMENDED THE BYLAWS TO ALLOW ALL 
VETERANS WHO HAVE SERVED IN THE KOREAN THEATER AT ANY TIME FROM JUNE 
25 1950 TO THE PRESENT DAY ARE WELCOMED TO JOIN THE ASSOCIATION. 

 

To grant charters to groups of members at large of the Association. 
To provide a means of contact and communication among the members of the 
Association. To promote the establishment of, and to establish war and other memorials 
commemorative of any person or persons who served in the Korean War 
To aid needy Association members and their wives and children, and the widows and 
children of persons who were members at the time of their death. 
To establish and maintain a national headquarters.  
To do any and all things necessary or proper for the accomplishment of the foregoing 
business and objects of the Association, including, for such purposes, to contract and 
pay for personal and other services, to contract for, buy, take by deed, gift or devise, 
hold, possess, manage, borrow, rent, lease, loan, assign, convey, sell, and dispose of in 
any manner real and personal property, and to act as trustee, or be a beneficiary of a 
trust. 

mailto:captjack71@comcast.net

